Landing of whale sharks by Bhatkal, Ganesh
CMFRI - NEWSLETTER 
Group discussion on research and 
development of beche-de-mer industry 
A one-day group discussion on research and 
development of beche-de-mer (sea cucumber) industry 
was organised at Mandapam Regional Centre on 
24 February 1994. The programme was inaugurated 
bySmt. Latika D. Padalkar, Commissioner of Fisheries, 
Tamil Nadu. The group discussion was led by 
Shri D.B. James, Senior Scientist and Principal 
Investigator of the sea cucumber project and Dr. 
A.C.C. Victor, Senior Scientist. Three Special 
Publications on the subject were released on the 
occasion. 
Training programme on seaweed 
culture and utilisation 
A ten-day training programme on seaweed 
culture and utilisation was conducted at Valinokkam 
for 20 fishermen during 1 8 - 27January 1994 under 
the research project on Composite Sea Farming of 
Molluscs, Sea Cucumber, Seaweeds, Seabass, 
Groupers and Prawns. The programme which was 
sponsored by the Trainers' Training Centre of CMFRI 
was inaugurated by Shri V. Radha Mohan, General 
Manager, Tamil Nadu Magnesium and Marine 
Chemicals Ltd., Ramanathapuram. Dr. P.S.B.R.James, 
Director, CMFRI gave away the certificates to the 
participants on completion of the training. 
Training programme on edible oyster 
culture 
The Trainer's Training Centre of CMFRI organised 
a ten days training programme on edible oyster culture 
and hatchery production of seed at the Tuticorin 
Research Centre during 15 - 24 March 1994. Six 
persons including officials from the departments of 
fisheries from Kavaratti and Maharashtra attended the 
training. 
Landing of whale sharks 
Two landings of whale sharks Rhiniodon typus 
were reported on 22 February and 3 March 1994 
from Bhatkal and Ganguli in Karnataka by Shri 
Ganesh Bhatkal, Field Assistant. The first one was 
caught by a purse seiner at 40 m depth. It was about 
2.5 m length and weighed about 300 kg. The flesh 
Whale shark 
was sold at Rs. 600. The second one also was caught 
by a purse seiner at about 24 m depth and was 
brought ashore alive. The animal was 3 m in length 
and weighed 400 kg. It was sold for about Rs. 525. 
The liver was sent for oil extraction and the fins were 
dried. 
Landing of turtle 
A green turtle, Chelonia mydas was landed at 
Dhoniapete near Vishakhapatnam on 10 February 
1994 by a bottom set gill net. The turtle was 68 cm 
in length, 55 cm in width and weighed 42 kg. On 
enquiry it was found that the turtle was brought alive 
for the preparation of some traditional medicine from 
the gall bladder, as reported by Mr. N.P. 
Chandrakumar, Srikakulam Field Centre. 
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